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Anne-Marie Eddy Can Refresh Your  
Not-So-Pretty Furniture • Patrick Ahearn’s Edgartown  

Yellow House (Not That One) Restoration • Jill Neubauer’s Farm 
Pond Mid-Century Re-Do • Chappy Greenhouse Addition  

Becomes a Room of One’s Own   
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Welcome to The Local. We aim to connect you 

to your fellow locals by highlighting everything 

special (and occasionally frustrating, humorous, 

and plain old transcendent) about Good Living 

on MV — six times a year, in your newspaper, 

and distributed to Island stores and hotels.  —JK

                  Editor:   Jamie Kageleiry

Design Director:   Kristófer Rabasca

  Art Director:   Christopher Silva

Graphic Design:   Nicole Jackson

 Cover: Anne-Marie Eddy in her Vineyard Haven store, ReFabulous. 
Photo by Gabrielle Mannino.  
This page, top: Margaret Knight added a greenhouse to her 
Chappy home, and gardens all year. Photo by Lily K. Morris.  
Middle: The new living room in the Farm Pond mid-century renovation, 
by architect Jill Neubauer. Photo courtesy Jill Neubauer Architects Inc.  
Bottom: Turn a closet into a powder room and use the opportunity 
to be bold. Photo courtesy of Mary Rentschler.
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   [ Island Style ]

11   IF THE FURNITURE 
COULD TALK

   Ann-Marie Eddy makes 
your ugly things pretty 
again.

  [ Made on MVY ]

12  ONLY ISLAND-MADE

  [ Health + Fitness ]

17   RENOVATE 
YOUR BODY

   Get some spring in 
your step for spring.
 By Britt Bowker

 18 A LOT OF SPORTS 
  On one schedule. 
  By Ralph Stewart

 19 EATING WELL     
   A calendar showing daily 

offerings of low-cost food 
and food services.     
By Nicole Jackson

  [ Home + Garden ]

 20   DOMESTIC 
DISTURBANCES
Those dreaded 
to-do lists.
By Doug Cabral

  [ Home + Garden ]

3  AT HOME WITH
  JOANNA FAIRCHILD
   A not-big house for an   

expanding list of guests, 
and pie with rum.
By Holly Nadler

4  THE CARETAKERS
   Islanders who care 

for our homes. 
Photos and interviews by 
Lynn Christoffers 

    
6  GARDENS OF LOVE
   Margaret Knight added a 

greenhouse to her Chappy 
house, and created a place 
just for her.   

   By Valerie Sonnenthal

  [ Renovation ]

13    DESIGN Q+A
   Mary Rentschler/John 

Fuller: Tiny powder rooms 
packing a big punch. 

14  DESIGN Q+A
   Architect Jill Neubauer 

renovates a Farm Pond 
mid-century ranch.

15    DESIGN Q+A
   Patrick Ahearn brings 

an historic Edgartown 
house into the 21st century. 
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DESIGN BY JILL NEUBAUER

How large is the home?
Roughly 2,500 sq ft.

Was the footprint changed, or just the interior? 
Just interior.
 
What were the goals of the client at the outset?
Two generations from the D.C. area were buying a home 
together as a vacation home — it was an original ranch 
and it needed a full overhaul. The idea was to make it 
fresh, light, and fun, and be able to work for really three 
generations: a retired single father and his son, the son’s 
wife and two children.  

What did they have on their wish list and how did  
you collaborate — did they confer with you throughout,  
or just let you do what you wanted?
It was a nice collaboration — they were open to ideas and 
products. They had nice taste and simple, elegant mid-cen-
tury goals.

It was such a wonderful ranch/cottage — stripped 
down, with very simple rooms with hooks on the walls 
and open shelves, the occasional builtin. It hadn’t been 
touched — everything was original, from the 50s or may-
be early 60s. It had kind of an ugly open garage. You’d ar-
rive and look into a cavernous hole. 

The house was kind of dark and sad, but cool. They had the 
vision to make it lighter but really bought that mid-century 
look. And they were completely realistic about not wanting to 
do something to make the house something it shouldn’t be.

It had a strong floor plan. I loved it. 

Design Q+A: 

Staying in the footprint but opening  
the house to the light and the views.

A mid-century 
Farm Pond 
renovation

Continued on Page 16

PHOTOS: COURTESY JILL NEUBAUER ARCHITECTS INC.

The architect and the homeowners chose not to change the footprint of the house. They liked the original floor plan and the 
renovation (floor plan middle) shows the changes they made: more room around the double-sided fireplace, a bathroom in the 
master bedroom. New windows were bigger, which made the house lighter and more open to the views than the original (top). 
One long, flat deck stretches across the entire front of the house, and kitchen, living room, and screened porch open to it. 
Jill Neubauer said she was thrilled that the homeowners didn’t want to change the house very much. 



16  HOME + GARDEN EARLY SPRING 2018     

What changes did you make?
We opened up the kitchen, just 
opened it up to the living room, and 
renovated the windows so when you 
came in, you could see the view of 
the lawn leading out to Farm Pond. 
The change was inspired by func-
tion, joy, light. 

The fireplace was great, a concrete 
hearth — we just ground it down. It 
had built-in bookshelves on the side, 
so we took those out so you could 
move around the whole fireplace. 

That front sitting area became a 
kind of family TV area. We enclosed 
the garage, gave it a door; enclosed 
the basement stairs. 

We gave the grandfather his own 
bedroom and bath; I think we took 
a kitchen pantry to accommodate 
this. There was a funky window 
seat in the master, and the win-
dows were kind of high. So we put 
bigger windows so he could see the 
lawn and water. 

We didn’t move any bathrooms — 
just cleaned them up and changed 
the access from the master. 

The deck had been broken up into 
pieces, one goofy part with just  a 
Weber grill. So we created just one 

great deck — no railings. Just flat.
The other thing was that that 

screened porch was very dingy and 
a little creepy-crawlery. It had a solid 
wall — when you went down the 
hallway, there were two solid core 
doors out onto the deck. So we got 
rid of those, put all new windows in 
and made a stronger connection to 
the living room, so the screen porch 
became cozier, and the hallway light-
er. We painted the ceiling in there 
and it went from dark to light, and 
made it feel fresh.

What materials and finishes 
were chosen/changed?
In all three bathrooms we used large, 
simple subway tiles. Just one look 
for all three. I think a 4 x 8 white tile 
from Lowes — clean and simple. 

Who came up with the design 
— the colors and furniture?
We were involved with the colors of 
things attached to the house, and the 
owners had great taste;  they did the 
furniture themselves. 

Did you have challenges 
you had to deal with?
It really was all fun. There were 
nice lines to work with. The son is a 

landscape architect so he had solid 
connection to design. There was no 
need programmatically to change 
the footprint; the new owners just fit 
well into that footprint, so there was 
no pressure to change it. 

Do you like designing 
renovations?

I love renovations because they 
can just transform a house.  

That house just renovated so 
beautifully — it just needed a fresh 
bath and new set of clothes. And 
because the clients were so real-
istic, they didn’t want to ask the 
house to do something it didn’t 
want to do.

We’re advocates for our clients, 
but we also become advocates for 
the building. Sometimes clients ask 
a lot of a building — we say maybe a 
building doesn’t want to be that.

It’s so great when people really get 
a house. TL

Jill Neubauer, jnarchitects.com.

Farm Pond renovation
Continued from Page 14

The renovated kitchen opens to the 
dining area and the living room beyond. 
Finishes are light, bright and practical, 

and the view provides “decoration.” 

PHOTOS: COURTESY JILL NEUBAUER ARCHITECTS INC.
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